Chapter 2

Trees (Medium to Large Size)
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Chapter Photograph - Liquidambar styraciflua (American
Sweet Gum)

Chapter 2 - Trees (Medium to Large Size) Breakdown:

Refer to the Landscape Plant Guide Breakdown (page 13) or Appendix for additional information on each specific category

Use Code Specific Category

Shade exposure

Very low to low watering
Invasive growth habit
Fragrant foliage

Season changing foliage color

Fragrant flowers
Edible or herbal uses
Indoor Use

Slopes

Slopes-EC

Fire Risk

Fire Resistant

Deer Resistant

Oak

California Native
Espalier use

Can be a clipped hedge

Total Number of Plants Listed

No. of Plants

4
46
6
18
42
8
10
2
29
13
24
57
69
0
24
3
9

101
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Chapter 2

Acer rubrum

Trees (Medium to Large Size)

Red Maple, Scarlet Maple, S wamp Maple

Family:

Origin:

Sunset Climate Zones:
Exposure:

Plant Character:
Water Requirements:
Growth Rate:

Invasive Growth Habit:

Aceraceae

Northeastern United States
A2, A3; 1-9, 14-17

Sun to partial

Deciduous

Moderate to high
Moderate to fast

None

Height and Width / Foliage:

Flowers:

Fruits:

Other Aspects:
Additional Information:

Acer saccharinum

Silver Maple, Soft Maple
Syn. Acer dasycarpum

Family:

Origin:

Sunset Climate Zones:
Exposure:

Plant Character:
Water Requirements:
Growth Rate:

Invasive Growth Habit:
Height / Width:

Shiny, dark green foliage above, pale green to grayish

white beneath, turns color in the fall

Acer rubrum: 50-60" tall x 30-40" wide, leaves that turn
yellow-orange to bright red

‘October Glory": 40-50" tall x 30-40" wide, leaves that turn
deep red to reddish purple

'‘Red Scarlet’: 35-45" tall x 25-35" wide, leaves that turn
orange-red to bright red

‘Scarlet Sentinel’: 30-40" tall x 20-25" wide, leaves that turn
red

Showy red flowers in the spring

Dull red fruits

Fire Resistant / Deer Resistant

Noticeable red branches, twigs and buds throughout

Aceraceae

Northeastern United States
A2, A3; 1-9, 12, 14-24

Sun to partial

Deciduous

Moderate

Moderate to fast

None

40-100" tall x 40-100" wide
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Chapter 2

Foliage:

Flowers:
Other Aspects:

Additional Information:

Ailanthus altissima
Tree-of-Heaven

Family:

Origin:

Sunset Climate Zones:
Exposure:

Plant Character:
Water Requirements:
Growth Rate:

Invasive Growth Habit:

Height / Width:
Foliage:
Flowers:

Fruits:
Additional Information:

Alnus cordata, see Chapter 3

Alnus rhombifolia
White Alder

Family:
Origin:

Sunset Climate Zones:
Exposure:

Plant Character:

Water Requirements:
Growth Rate:

Invasive Growth Habit:

Height / Width:
Foliage:

Trees (Medium to Large Size) |

Leaves, light green above, silver beneath,
that turn red, orange and yellow in the fall
or in cold weather

Insignificant

Fire Resistant / Deer Resistant

Other varieties are available; trunk is silver-gray; there may
be surface roots.

B-C-f

Simaroubaceae

China

2b-24

Sun

Deciduous

Very low to low

Very fast

Invasive, especially in riparian (streamside) areas
throughout California, and in urban and natural areas
around the world

40-50" tall x 30-50" wide

New leaves are reddish, maturing to mid-green
Insignificant but, on the male species, flowers have an
unpleasant odor

Noticeable red-brown seed-pods

Available as a multiple and standard trunk

| A-L-O

Betulaceae

Throughout California foothills, along streams and mountain
regions of British Columbia, Idaho, Washington and Oregon
1b-10, 14-21

Sun to shade

Deciduous

High

Moderate to fast

None

50-90' tall x 30-40" wide

Glossy, dark green above and yellowish green beneath

I8
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Chapter 2

Flowers:

Fruits:
Other Aspects:

Additional Information:

Araucaria bidwillii
Bunya-Bunya

Family:

Origin:

Sunset Climate Zones:
Exposure:

Plant Character:
Water Requirements:
Growth Rate:

Invasive Growth Habit:
Height / Width:

Foliage:
Flowers:
Cones:

Trees (Medium to Large Size)

Noticeable, greenish yellow to yellowish brown male
flower catkins and female flowers develop into small, dark
brown cones in the spring

Insignificant, small fruits in the summer

Fire Resistant / California Native

May have surface roots

Araucariaceae

Eastern Australia (southeastern Queensland)
7-9,12-24; H1, H2

Sun

Evergreen

Low to moderate

Moderate

None

50-80" tall x 40-60" wide; can grow up to 120" tall where it is
native.

Glossy, mid-green

Insignificant

Noticeable large cones to look out for

Araucaria heterophylla

Norfolk Island Pine
Syn. Araucaria excelsa

Family:

Origin:

Sunset Climate Zones:
Exposure:

Plant Character:
Water Requirements:
Growth Rate:

Invasive Growth Habit:
Height / Width:
Foliage:

Flowers:

Cones:

Araucariaceae

Norfolk Island (island east of Australia)
17, 21-24; H1, H2; or indoors

Sun to partial

Evergreen

Moderate

Moderate

None

90-100" tall x 40-60" wide

Light green

Insignificant

Noticeable large cones to look out for




Chapter 2

Other Aspects:

Additional Information:

Arbutus menziesii
Madrona, Madrone

Family:
Origin:

Sunset Climate Zones:
Exposure:

Plant Character:
Water Requirements:
Growth Rate:

Invasive Growth Habit:

Height / Width:

Foliage:
Flowers:
Fruits:

Other Aspects:

Additional Information:

Betula jacquemontii

Trees (Medium to Large Size) |

Indoor Use
Has an overall pyramidal shape; commonly
used as a Christmas tree in Hawaii.

B-L-m-O

Ericaceae

Throughout the coastal foothills from British Columbia to
southern California and parts of the Sierra Nevada foothills
4-7,14-19

Sun to partial

Evergreen

Low

Slow to moderate

None

20-100" tall x 20-100" wide; warm and dry climates can grow,
20-30" tall x 20-30" wide; cool and moist climates can grow,
60-100" tall and 60-100" wide.

Glossy, dark green

Showy white to light pink flowers in the spring

Noticeable orange and red fruits following the flowers in the
summer

Fire Resistant / Deer Resistant-Possible / California Native
Available as a multiple and standard trunk; has an
attractive reddish brown trunk which peels off to show a
smooth trunk.

White Barked Himalayan Birch
Syn. Betula utilis jacquemontii

Family:
Origin:

Sunset Climate Zones:

Exposure:

Plant Character:
Water Requirements:
Growth Rate:

Invasive Growth Habit:

Height / Width:
Foliage:
Flowers:

Betulaceae

Himalayas

3-11,14-17

Sun

Deciduous

High

Moderate to fast

None

40-60' tall x 25-30" wide
Mid-green leaves that turn yellow in the fall
Insignificant

K1



Chapter 2

Additional Information:

Betula nigra

Trees (Medium to Large Size)

Available as a multiple or standard trunk; showy white to
pinkish tan trunk; look for grafted trees that guarantee a
showy white trunk.

Black Birch, Red Birch, River Birch

Family:

Origin:

Sunset Climate Zones:
Exposure:

Plant Character:
Water Requirements:
Growth Rate:

Invasive Growth Habit:
Height / Width:
Foliage:

Flowers:
Additional Information:

Betula pendula, see Chapter 3

36

Betulaceae

Eastern United States

1-24

Sun

Deciduous

High

Very fast

None

50-90" tall x 40-60" wide

Glossy, green leaves above, silvery beneath, that turn
yellow to gold in the fall

Insignificant

Other varieties are known; available as a multiple and
standard trunk; young specimens have a smooth, shiny,
pinkish trunk; bark peels off in brownish to blackish sheets to
expose the trunk on mature trees.

Brachychiton acerifolius
Australian Flame Tree, Flame Kurrajong, Flame Tree

Syn. Sterculia acerifolia

Family:

Origin:

Sunset Climate Zones:
Exposure:

Plant Character:
Water Requirements:
Growth Rate:

Invasive Growth Habit:
Height / Width:
Foliage:

Sterculiaceae

Eastern Australia

15-24; H1, H2

Sun

Deciduous

Low to moderate

Slow

None

40-60'+ tall x 30-40" wide

Glossy, bright green ﬂﬁyﬂ



Chapter 2

Trees (Medium to Large Size) |

Flowers: Showy, red flowers from spring to summer
Fruits: Noticeable wooden pods
Other Aspects: Fire Resistant

Additional Information: Can tolerate air pollution

Brachychiton populneus
Bottle Tree, Kurrajong Bottle Tree
Syn. Sterculia diversifolia

b-L-M
Family: Sterculiaceae
Origin: Northern to eastern Australia
Sunset Climate Zones: 12-24
Exposure: Sun
Plant Character: Evergreen
Water Requirements: Low to moderate
Growth Rate: Slow to moderate
Invasive Growth Habit: None
Height / Width: 30-50" tall x 25-30" wide
Foliage: Dark green
Flowers: Noticeable greenish white flowers in the spring
Fruits: Noticeable clusters of wooden pods in the summer that
can be a litter nuisance
Other Aspects: Fire Resistant / Deer Resistant
Cedrus atlantica
Atlas Cedar
Syn. Cedrus libani atlantica
| b-K-M
Family: Pinaceae
Origin: Morocco
Sunset Climate Zones: 3b-10, 14-24
Exposure: Sun
Plant Character: Evergreen
Water Requirements: Low to moderate
Growth Rate: Slow to moderate
Invasive Growth Habit: None

Height and Width / Foliage:
Cedrus atlantica (Atlas Cedar): 50-70' tall x 40-50" wide,
with blue-green leaves
‘Glauca’ (Blue Atlas Cedar): 40-60’ tall x 30-40" wide, with
silver-blue leaves

Flowers: Insignificant
Cones: Numerous, small cones that fall consistently throughout
the year
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Chapter 2
Trees (Medium to Large Size)

Other Aspects: Fire Risk / Deer Resistant
Additional Information: Male catkins produce an abundance of yellow dust pollen

Cedrus deodara

Deodar Cedar
b-K-M

Family: Pinaceae

Origin: Afghanistan to the western Himalayas and Nepal

Sunset Climate Zones: 3b-10, 14-24

Exposure: Sun

Plant Character: Evergreen

Water Requirements: Low to moderate

Growth Rate: Moderate to fast

Invasive Growth Habit: None

Height / Width: 60-80" tall x 40-50" wide

Foliage: Dull green to bluish leaves that depend on seedling selected

Flowers: Insignificant

Cones: Numerous, small cones that fall consistently throughout the
year

Other Aspects: Fire Risk / Deer Resistant

Additional Information: Male catkins produce an abundance of yellow dust pollen

Celtis occidentalis
Common Hackberry, Sugarberry

b-E-G-M
Family: Umaceae
Origin: Northeastern United States
Sunset Climate Zones: 1-24
Exposure: Sun to partial
Plant Character: Deciduous
Water Requirements: Low to moderate
Growth Rate: Fast
Invasive Growth Habit: None
Height / Width: 50-60" tall x 30-50" wide
Foliage: Glossy, bright green leaves that turn yellow in the fall
Flowers: Insignificant
Fruits: Small, edible yellow-red fruits that mature to red-purple
Other Aspecits: Deer Resistant

38 j%’%
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Chapter 2

Celtis sinensis

Trees (Medium to Large Size) |

Chinese Hackberry, Japanese Hackberry, Yunnan Hackberry

Family:

Origin:

Sunset Climate Zones:
Exposure:

Plant Character:
Water Requirements:
Growth Rate:
Invasive Growth Habit:
Height / Width:
Foliage:

Flowers:

Fruits:

Other Aspects:

Chorisia speciosa
Floss Silk Tree

Family:
Origin:

Sunset Climate Zones:

Exposure:

Plant Character:
Water Requirements:
Growth Rate:

Invasive Growth Habit:

b-E-G-ii-M

Umaceae

Eastern China, Japan and Korea

8-16, 18-20

Sun to partial

Deciduous

Low to moderate

Fast

None

40-50" tall x 30-40" wide

Glossy, dark green leaves that turn yellow in the fall
Insignificant

Small, sweet, edible dark orange fruits that ripen to reddish
brown

Slope / Deer Resistant

Bombacaceae

Argentina and Brazil

12-24; H1, H2

Sun

Evergreen, semi-deciduous
Low to moderate
Moderate

None

Height and Width / Flowers:

Foliage:
Fruits:

Other Aspects:

Additional Information:

Showy flowers in the fall

Chorisia speciosa: 30-60" tall x 30-40'+ wide, with pink to
burgundy flowers

‘Monsa’ (‘Majestic Beauty’” ™): 35-40" tall x 30-35" wide,
with pink flowers

Light green

Noticeable green then brown pear-shaped fruits that

contain seeds enclosed in silky floss

Fire Resistant

Trunk is green maturing to a gray color; noticeable spines

cover the trunk on Chorisia speciosa; no spines on the trunk

of the '"Monsa’ (‘Majestic Beauty’ ™) variety.
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Trees (Medium to Large Size)

Cinnamomum camphora

CamphorTree
D-E-F-L

Family: Lauraceae

Origin: East Asia to tropical Southeast Asia, Japan and Malaysia

Sunset Climate Zones: 8,9, 12-24; H1, H2

Exposure: Sun to partial

Plant Character: Evergreen

Water Requirements: Moderate

Growth Rate: Slow to moderate

Invasive Growth Habit: None

Height / Width: 40-50"+ tall x 50-70" wide

Foliage: Fragrant leaves when crushed; new leaves are pink to
red-bronze that mature to shiny yellow-green, then turn
yellow-green in the winter.

Flowers: Insignificant, but fragrant, yellow flowers in the spring

Other Aspects: Fire Resistant

Additional Information: Available as a multiple and standard trunk; trunk is
attractive when it rains; excellent in windy areas due to
the overall strong structure of the trunk and branches.

X Cupressocyparis leylandii
Leyland Cypress
Syn. Cupressus leylandii

D-K-Q
Family: Cupressaceae
Origin: Garden origin
Sunset Climate Zones: 3b-24
Exposure: Sun
Plant Character: Evergreen
Water Requirements: Moderate
Growth Rate: Fast
Invasive Growth Habit: None
Height / Width: 50-70" tall x 10-15" wide
Foliage: Fragrant when crushed, dark green leaves with a tinge of
gray
Flowers: Insignificant
Cones: Small cones
Other Aspects: Fire Risk
40
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Trees (Medium to Large Size) |

Additional Information: Other varieties are available; excellent in
windy areas; can be hedged to 10-15" tall;
hybrid between Chamaecyparis
nootkatensis and Cupressus macrocarpa.

Cupressus arizonica
Arizona Cypress, Rough-Barked Arizona Cypress

B-d-K-M-O
Family: Cupressaceae
Origin: Desert regions of southern California, central Arizona,
New Mexico and Mexico
Sunset Climate Zones: 7-24
Exposure: Sun
Plant Character: Evergreen
Water Requirements: Very low to low
Growth Rate: Fast
Invasive Growth Habit: None
Height / Width: 30-50"+ tall x 20-40" wide, but with time can reach a mature
height of 80-90" tall
Foliage: Slightly fragrant, blue-green leaves
Flowers: Insignificant
Cones: Small cones
Other Aspects: Fire Risk / Deer Resistant / California Native

Additional Information: Other varieties are available; has an attractive smooth
reddish brown trunk.

Cupressus macrocarpa
Monterey Cypress
| C-d-K-M-O

Family: Cupressaceae

Origin: Monterey Peninsula, California

Sunset Climate Zones**: Bestin zone 17; possibly can be grown in zones 5-9, 11, 13-16,
18-24; (Sunset Climate Zones listed are interpreted by the author)

Exposure: Sun

Plant Character: Evergreen

Water Requirements: Moderate

Growth Rate: Moderate to fast

Invasive Growth Habit: Invasive throughout northern to central coastal areas of
California

Height / Width: 30-40'+ tall x 30-40" wide

Foliage: Slightly fragrant, dark green leaves

Flowers: Insignificant

Cones: Small cones

Other Aspecits: Fire Risk / Deer Resistant / California Native

| Additional Information: Other varieties are available
%}’Q}, 41
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Trees (Medium to Large Size)

Cupressus sempervirens
ltalian Cypress, Mediterranean Cypress

b-d-K-M-Q
Family: Cupressaceae
Origin: Europe and the Mediterranean
Sunset Climate Zones: 4-24;: H1, H2; (best in zones 8-15, 18-21)
Exposure: Sun
Plant Character: Evergreen
Water Requirements: Low to moderate
Growth Rate: Moderate to fast
Invasive Growth Habit: None

Height and Width / Foliage:

Slightly fragrant leaves

Cupressus sempervirens: 40-60" tall x 5-10" wide, with dark
green leaves

‘Glauca’ (Blue Cypress): 40-60" tall x 5-8" wide, with blue-
green leaves

‘Stricta’ (Columnar Italian Cypress) - (Syn. ‘Fastigiata’):
40-60’ tall x 5-8" wide, with dark green leaves

Flowers: Insignificant
Cones: Small cones
Other Aspects: Fire Risk / Deer Resistant

Additional Information: =~ Can be hedged to control height

Eucalyptus citriodora
Lemon Gum, Lemon-Scented Gum
Syn. Corymbia citriodora

b-D-ii-K-M
Family: Myrtaceae
Origin: Northeastern Australia

42

Sunset Climate Zones**: 17, 22-24; (borderline in zones 9, 10, 13, 19-21); (Sunset
Climate Zones listed are interpreted by the author)

Exposure: Sun

Plant Character: Evergreen

Water Requirements: Low to moderate

Growth Rate: Very fast

Invasive Growth Habit: None

Height / Width: 70-100" tall x 25-40" wide

Foliage: Mid-green, lemon-scented, fragrant leaves when crushed

Flowers: Insignificant jﬂ»s
LT
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Chapter 2

Trees (Medium to Large Size) |

Other Aspects: Slope / Fire Risk / Deer Resistant

Additional Information: Susceptible to longhorn beetle and red
gum lerp psyllid; leaf litter a nuisance
throughout the year.

Eucalyptus cladocalyx
Sugar Gum
Syn. Eucalyptus corynocalyx

B-ii-K-M

Family: Myrtaceae

Origin: Southern Australia

Sunset Climate Zones**: 17, 21-24; (borderline in zones 9, 10, 13, 19, 20); (Sunset
Climate Zones listed are interpreted by the author)

Exposure: Sun

Plant Character: Evergreen

Water Requirements: Low

Growth Rate: Fast

Invasive Growth Habit: None

Height / Width: 50-100" tall x 35-75" wide
Foliage: Shiny, mid-green

Flowers: Insignificant

Other Aspects: Slope / Fire Risk / Deer Resistant

Additional Information: =~ Smaller variety available; susceptible to longhorn beetle
and red gum lerp psyllid; leaf litter a nuisance throughout
the year.

Eucalyptus globulus
Blue Gum, Common Eucalyptus, Tasmanian Blue Gum
| A-b-C-ii-K-M

Family: Myrtaceae

Origin: Southeastern Australia and Tasmania

Sunset Climate Zones**: 9, 15-17, 19-24; (borderline in zones 8, 12-14, 18); (Sunset
Climate Zones listed are interpreted by the author)

Exposure: Sun to Shade

Plant Character: Evergreen

Water Requirements: Low to Moderate

Growth Rate: Fast to very fast

Invasive Growth Habit: Invasive throughout coastal canyons, foothills and riparian

areas throughout California. Itis rarely invasive in the
Central Valley or dry southern California, but generally
invasive where subject to summer fog drip.

Height / Width: 60-160" tall x 30-80" wide

Foliage: Juvenile leaves are silvery to gray-green, maturing to
mid-green to dark green
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Chapter 2

Flowers:

Other Aspects:
Additional Information:

Trees (Medium to Large Size)

Insignificant

Slope / Fire Risk / Deer Resistant

This Eucalyptus species is considered a statewide concern
in areas described above under invasive growth habit.
Please consult your local arborist or city planting guidelines
before planting this species in the landscape.

Susceptible to longhorn beetle and red gum lerp psyllid;
trunk becomes massive with age and peels off shavings in
shades of gray, white and cream to yellow that are a litter
nuisance, just like the leaves and capsules, throughout the
year; roots are aggressive and may have surface roots;
smaller variety ‘Compacta’ also available.

Eucalyptus leucoxylon
Blue Gum, White Ironbark, Yellow Gum
b-ii-K-M

Family:
Origin:
Sunset Climate Zones**:

Exposure:

Plant Character:

Water Requirements:
Growth Rate:

Invasive Growth Habit:
Height / Width:
Foliage:

Flowers:

Other Aspects:
Additional Information:

Myrtaceae

Southeastern Australia

8,9, 13,15-17, 19-24; (borderline in zones 5, 6, 10, 12, 14);
(Sunset Climate Zones listed are interpreted by the author)
Sun

Evergreen

Low to moderate

Moderate to fast

None

30-80" tall x 15-40"+ wide

Dull, mid-green to dark green

Showy creamy white flowers from fall to winter

Slope / Fire Risk / Deer Resistant

Susceptible to longhorn beetle and red gum lerp psyllid; leaf
litter a nuisance throughout the year; refer to Chapter 3 for
Eucalyptus leucoxylon megalocarpa '‘Rosea’ variety.

Eucalyptus maculata

Spotted Gum

b-F-ii-K-M

Family: Myrtaceae

Origin: Southeastern Australia
44



Chapter 2

Sunset Climate Zones**:

Exposure:

Plant Character:
Water Requirements:
Growth Rate:

Invasive Growth Habit:
Height / Width:
Foliage:

Flowers:

Other Aspects:
Additional Information:

Trees (Medium to Large Size) |

16, 17, 19-24; (borderline in zones 10, 12, 15);
(Sunset Climate Zones listed are interpreted
by the author)

Sun

Evergreen

Low to moderate

Fast

None

50-80" tall x 30-40" wide

Dark green

Insignificant but fragrant creamy white flowers from spring to
summer

Slope / Fire Risk / Deer Resistant

Highly susceptible to longhorn beetle and red gum lerp
psyllid; leaf litter a nuisance throughout the year; noticeable
spotted trunk.

Eucalyptus polyanthemos

Red Box, Silver Dollar Gum

Family:
Origin:
Sunset Climate Zones**:

Exposure:

Plant Character:

Water Requirements:
Growth Rate:

Invasive Growth Habit:
Height / Width:
Foliage:

Flowers:

Other Aspects:
Additional Information:

Eucalyptus rudis

b-ii-K-M

Myrtaceae

Southeastern Australia

8,9, 13, 15-17, 19-24; (borderline in zones 5, 6, 10, 12, 14);
(Sunset Climate Zones listed are interpreted by the author)
Sun

Evergreen

Low to moderate

Moderate to fast

None

25-75" tall x 25-45" wide

Gray-green

Noticeable creamy white flowers from winter to summer
Slope / Fire Risk / Deer Resistant

Susceptible to longhorn beetle and red gum lerp psyllid; leaf
litter a nuisance throughout the year.

Desert Gum, Flooded Gum, Western Australia Flooded Gum

Family:
Origin:
Sunset Climate Zones**:

Exposure:

| b-ii-K-M

Myrtaceae

Western Australia

5,6, 8,9, 13-17, 19-24; (borderline in zones 10, 12, 18); (Sunset
Climate Zones listed are interpreted by the author)

Sun
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Trees (Medium to Large Size)

Plant Character: Evergreeln

Water Requirements: Low to moderate

Growth Rate: Fast

Invasive Growth Habit: None

Height / Width: 30-60" tall x 25-40" wide
Foliage: Deep green

Flowers: Insignificant

Other Aspects: Slope / Fire Risk / Deer Resistant

Additional Information: ~ Susceptible to longhorn beetle and red gum lerp psyllid; leaf

litter a nuisance throughout the year; can tolerate air
pollution.

Eucalyptus sideroxylon
Pink Ironbark, Red Ironbark

b-ii-K-M
Family: Myrtaceae
Origin: Eastern Australia

Sunset Climate Zones**: 17, 21-24; (borderline in zones 15, 16, 19, 20); (Sunset Climate

Zones listed are interpreted by the author)

Exposure: Sun

Plant Character: Evergreen

Water Requirements: Low to moderate

Growth Rate: Fast

Invasive Growth Habit: None

Height / Width: 35-70'+ tall x 25-60" wide

Foliage: Bluish green

Flowers: Noticeable cream to rose flowers in the winter
Other Aspects: Slope / Fire Risk / Deer Resistant

Additional Information: Other varieties are available; susceptible to longhorn
beetle and red gum lerp psyllid; leaf litter a nuisance
throughout the year; noticeable reddish brown trunk.

Ficus elastica
India Rubber Fig, India Rubber Tree, Rubber Tree
Syn. Ficus belgica

A-H-L-M
Family: Moraceae
Origin: Eastern Himalayas, India, Burma and Malaysia
Sunset Climate Zones: 13,16, 17, 19-24; H1, H2; or indoors
Exposure: Shade to partial
46



Chapter 2

Plant Character:
Water Requirements:
Growth Rate:

Invasive Growth Habit:

Height / Width:
Foliage:
Flowers:

Fruits:

Other Aspects:

Additional Information:

Ficus macrophylla

Trees (Medium to Large Size) |

Evergreen
Moderate
Moderate to fast
None

60-80" tall x 60-80" wide; over 100" tall where it is native
Glossy, dark green

Insignificant

Inedible fruits

Indoor Use-Popular / Fire Resistant / Deer Resistant

Other varieties are available; available as a multiple and
standard trunk; can be grown as a shrub; surface roots will
occur.

Australian Banyan, Moreton Bay Fig

Family:

Origin:

Sunset Climate Zones:
Exposure:

Plant Character:
Water Requirements:
Growth Rate:

Invasive Growth Habit:
Height / Width:
Foliage:

Flowers:

Fruits:

Other Aspects:

Additional Information:

Fraxinus uhdei

Moraceae

Eastern Australia

11, 195245 H1, 52

Sun

Evergreen

Moderate

Moderate to fast

None

75-100" tall x 100-150" wide

Glossy, mid-green leaves above and brownish beneath
Insignificant

Abundance of inedible fruits that may create litter

Deer Resistant

Available as a multiple and standard trunk; surface roots
will occur.

Evergreen Ash, Shamel Ash

Family:

Origin:

Sunset Climate Zones:
Exposure:

Plant Character:

Water Requirements:
Growth Rate:

Invasive Growth Habit:
Height / Width:

Oleaceae

Central America

9,12-24

Sun

Evergreen, semi-evergreen
Moderate to high

Fast

None

60-80" tall x 30-50" wide
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Chapter 2

Foliage:
Flowers:

Other Aspects:

Additional Information:

Trees (Medium to Large Size)

Glossy, dark green

Insignificant

Deer Resistant

Other varieties are available; weak branch structure to
look out for.

Fraxinus velutina ‘Modesto’

Modesto Ash

Family:

Origin:

Sunset Climate Zones:
Exposure:

Plant Character:
Water Requirements:
Growth Rate:

Invasive Growth Habit:
Height / Width:
Foliage:

Flowers:

Other Aspects:

Ginkgo biloba

Maidenhair Tree

E-J-L-M

48

Family:

Origin:

Sunset Climate Zones:
Exposure:

Plant Character:
Water Requirements:

Oleaceae

Modesto, California

3-24

Sun

Deciduous

Moderate

Fast

None

40-50' tall x 25-30" wide

Glossy, green leaves that turn bright yellow in the fall
Insignificant

Deer Resistant / California Native

Ginkgoaceae
Southern China
A3:1-10, 12, 14-24
Sun

Deciduous
Moderate

Growth Rate / Height and Width:

Invasive Growth Habit:
Foliage:

Flowers:

Fruits:

Ginkgo biloba: Slow to 35-80" tall x 30-60" wide

"Autumn Gold’ ™: Slow to 35-40" tall x 25-35" wide
‘Fairmount’: Fast to 40-50" tall x 15-20" wide

None

Light green leaves that turn yellow-gold in the fall
Insignificant

Female specimen produces messy fruits with an unpleasant

odor jg,ﬂ
B

o



Chapter 2

Other Aspects:
Additional Information:

Gleditsia triacanthos

Honey Locust

Family:

Origin:

Sunset Climate Zones:
Exposure:

Plant Character:
Water Requirements:
Growth Rate:

Invasive Growth Habit:
Height / Width:

Foliage:
Flowers:

Fruits:

Other Aspects:

Grevillea robusta
Silk Oak

Family:

Origin:

Sunset Climate Zones:
Exposure:

Plant Character:
Water Requirements:
Growth Rate:

Invasive Growth Habit:
Height / Width:

Foliage:

Flowers:

Other Aspects:
Additional Information:

Trees (Medium to Large Size) |

Slope-EC / Fire Resistant / Deer Resistant
Can tolerate air pollution; requires

adequate drainage; plant only the male
specimen due to the fruits of the female species.

b-E-G-J-L-M

Fabaceae (Leguminosae)
Central to eastern North America
1-16, 18-20

Sun

Deciduous

Low to moderate

Fast

None

Gleditsia triacanthos: 35-70" tall x 25-35" wide

G. t. inermis (Thornless Honey Locust): 40-50" tall x 40-50" wide
G. t.i. 'Shademaster’: 45-60" tall x 30-35" wide

Bright green, fern-like leaves that turn yellow in the fall
Insignificant

Noticeable 12-18" long pods with edible, tasteless pulp
Slope-EC / Fire Resistant / Deer Resistant

| b-M

Proteaceae

Eastern Australia

8,9, 12-24; H1, H2

Sun

Evergreen, semi-deciduous

Low to moderate

Fast

None

50-75'+ tall x 25-40" wide

Deep green and bronze leaves above, whitish beneath
Showy, deep orange flowers in the spring

Deer Resistant

Abundance of leaf litter throughout the year; weak
branch structure to look out for.

49



Chapter 2
Trees (Medium to Large Size)

Juglans californica californica, see Chapter 3

Juglans californica hindsii
Northern California Black Walnut

b-g-i-L-O
Family: Juglandaceae
Origin: Northern California
Sunset Climate Zones: 5-9, 14-20
Exposure: Sun
Plant Character: Deciduous
Water Requirements: Low to moderate
Growth Rate: Moderate to fast, but slower growth rate with maturity
Invasive Growth Habit: None
Height / Width: 30-60" tall x 30-60" wide
Foliage: Deep green
Flowers: Insignificant
Fruits: Small round, edible fruits in the fall which can be eaten by
people, but are enjoyed more by wildlife
Other Aspects: Slope-Possible / Fire Resistant / California Native

Additional Information: This tree is not commonly available for purchase at a
general wholesale nursery; please consult a California
native plant nursery for availability.

Liquidambar styraciflua
American Sweet Gum, Sweet Gum

E-L-M-o0
Family: Hamamelidaceae
Origin: Eastern United States to Mexico
Sunset Climate Zones:  3-9,14-24
Exposure: Sun
Plant Character: Deciduous
Water Requirements: Moderate
Growth Rate: Moderate
Invasive Growth Habit: None
Height / Width: 40-60" tall x 20-25" wide
Foliage: Glossy, maple-like leaves that turn color in the fall
Liquidambar styraciflua: Mid-green leaves that turn dark
purple, yellow and red
‘Burgundy’” ™: Mid-green leaves that turn deep purple-red
50 oy
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Flowers:
Fruits:

Other Aspects:

Additional Information:

Trees (Medium to Large Size) |

‘Festival” ™: Mid-green leaves that turn
yellow, pink, orange, red and peach

'Palo Alto’” ™: Mid-green leaves that turn
orange-red and bright red

‘Rotundiloba’: Dark green leaves that turn yellow, red,
burgundy and purple

Insignificant

All species listed, except 'Rotundiloba’, bear noticeable

approximately 1" round, spiny seed-balls during the winter

Fire Resistant / Deer Resistant / California Developed -

‘Burgundy’ ™, ‘Festival’ ™ and 'Palo Alto’ ™

Surface roots will occur

Liriodendron tulipifera

Tulip Tree, Yellow Poplar

Family:

Origin:

Sunset Climate Zones:
Exposure:

Plant Character:
Water Requirements:
Growth Rate:

Invasive Growth Habit:
Height / Width:
Foliage:

Flowers:
Other Aspects:

Additional Information:

E-L

Magnoliaceae

Northeastern United States
2-12,14-24

Sun

Deciduous

Moderate to high

Fast

None

60-80" tall x 30-40" wide

Shiny, dark green leaves above, pale green beneath,
which will turn bright yellow in the fall
Insignificant

Fire Resistant

Other varieties are known

Lophostemon confertus
Australian Brush Box, Brisbane Box

Syn. Tristania conferta

Family:

Origin:

Sunset Climate Zones:
Exposure:

Plant Character:
Water Requirements:
Growth Rate:

Invasive Growth Habit:

Height / Width:

Lii-L

Myrtaceae

Eastern Australia
15-17,19-24; H1, H2

Sun

Evergreen

Moderate

Moderate to fast
None

40-70' tall x 25-40" wide
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Trees (Medium to Large Size)

Foliage: Bright green
Flowers: Insignificant
Other Aspects: Slope / Fire Resistant

Additional Information: Growth habit is similar to a Eucalyptus; has an attractive
reddish brown trunk; variegated leaf variety is also known.

Magnolia grandiflora
Bull Bay, Southern Magnolia

F-L-M-P

Family: Magnoliaceae

Origin: Southeastern United States

Sunset Climate Zones: 4-12,14-24; H1, H2

Exposure: Sun to partial

Plant Character: Evergreen

Water Requirements: Moderate to high

Growth Rate: Moderate

Invasive Growth Habit: None

Height / Width: 60-80" tall x 30-50" wide

Foliage: Glossy, mid-green to dark green leaves above, rust-
colored beneath

Flowers: Showy, fragrant white flowers from summer to fall

Fruits: Cone-like fruits during the fall that bear noticeable pink,
red or reddish orange seeds

Other Aspecits: Fire Resistant / Deer Resistant

Additional Information: Other varieties are available; can be grown or purchased as
an espalier; available as a multiple and standard trunk;
surface roots will occur; leaf litter is a nuisance.

Magnolia grandiflora ‘Majestic Beauty’

F-L-M
Family: Magnoliaceae
Origin: Southeastern United States
Sunset Climate Zones:  7-12, 14-24; H1, H2
Exposure: Sun to partial
Plant Character: Evergreen
Water Requirements: Moderate
Growth Rate: Moderate
Invasive Growth Habit: None
Height / Width: 35-50" tall x 15-20" wide
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Foliage:
Flowers:
Fruits:

Other Aspects:
Additional Information:

Trees (Medium to Large Size) |

Glossy, mid-green to dark green leaves
above, rust-colored beneath

Showy, fragrant white flowers from summer
to fall

Cone-like fruits during the fall that bear noticeable pink,
red or reddish orange seeds

Fire Resistant / Deer Resistant

Surface roots will occur; leaf litter is a nuisance.

Magnolia grandiflora 'Russet’

Family:

Origin:

Sunset Climate Zones:
Exposure:

Plant Character:
Water Requirements:
Growth Rate:

Invasive Growth Habit:
Height / Width:
Foliage:

Flowers:
Fruits:

Other Aspects:
Additional Information:

F-L-M

Magnoliaceae

Southeastern United States

4-12,14-24; H1, H2

Sun to partial

Evergreen

Moderate

Fast

None

70-80" tall x 15-20" wide

Glossy, mid-green to dark green leaves above, rust-
colored beneath

Showy, fragrant white flowers from summer to fall
Cone-like fruits during the fall that bear noticeable pink, red
or reddish orange seeds

Fire Resistant / Deer Resistant

Surface roots will occur; leaf litter is a nuisance.

Metasequoia glyptostroboides

Dawn Redwood

Family:

Origin:

Sunset Climate Zones:
Exposure:

Plant Character:
Water Requirements:
Growth Rate:
Invasive Growth Habit:
Height / Width:
Foliage:

Flowers:

Cones:

Other Aspects:

| E-M

Taxodiaceae

China

A3; 3-10, 14-24

Sun

Deciduous

High

Fast

None

80-90’ tall x 20-40" wide

Pale green leaves that turn light bronze in the fall
Insignificant

Small, light brown (female) cones and brown (male) cones
Deer Resistant

28



Chapter 2

Additional Information:

Morus alba

Trees (Medium to Large Size)

Another variety known; deciduous conifer that somewhat
resembles a Taxodium distichum (Bald Cypress).

Sitkkworm Mulberry, White Mulberry

Syn. Morus bombycis

E-g-ii-L

Family:

Origin:

Sunset Climate Zones:
Exposure:

Plant Character:
Water Requirements:
Growth Rate:

Invasive Growth Habit:
Height / Width:
Foliage:

Flowers:
Fruits:

Other Aspects:
Additional Information:

Pinus brutia
Calabrian Pine

Syn. Pinus halepensis brutia

b-d-J-K-M

54

Family:
Origin:

Sunset Climate Zones:
Exposure:
Plant Character:

Moraceae

China

2-24; H1, H2

Sun

Deciduous
Moderate

Fast

None

30-50" tall x 30-50" tall
Large, deeply lobed, mid-green leaves that turn shades of
yellow in the fall
Insignificant

Morus alba: Fruit-bearing (female) tree with edible white,
pink or purple, slightly sweet, but tasteless fruits.
‘Fruitless’: Fruitless (male) tree that bears no fruit, but
produces large quantities of pollen in the spring.
Slope / Fire Resistant
The fruitless variety is more suitable for the home garden,
due to the abundance of fruits produced by Morus alba;
fruits can stain paving and clothing; leaf litter is also a
nuisance; surface roots will occur.

Pinaceae
From eastern Mediterranean, islands of Crete and Cyprus,
Turkey to the Middle East
7-9,12-24

Sun

Evergreen
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Water Requirements:
Growth Rate:

Invasive Growth Habit:
Height / Width:
Foliage:

Flowers:

Cones:

Other Aspects:
Additional Information:

Pinus canariensis
Canary Island Pine

Family:

Origin:

Sunset Climate Zones:
Exposure:

Plant Character:

Water Requirements:
Growth Rate:

Invasive Growth Habit:
Height / Width:
Foliage:

Flowers:

Cones:

Other Aspects:
Additional Information:

Pinus eldarica
Afghan Pine
Syn. Pinus brutia eldarica

Family:

Origin:

Sunset Climate Zones:
Exposure:

Plant Character:
Water Requirements:
Growth Rate:

Invasive Growth Habit:
Height / Width:
Foliage:

Trees (Medium to Large Size) |

Low to moderate

Fast

None

30-80" tall x 25-50" wide
Dark green, slightly fragrant needles, 5-6" long, in bundles of 2
Insignificant

3" oval cones

Slope-EC / Fire Risk / Deer Resistant

Abundance of needle droppings throughout the year,
especially during the spring

b-d-J-K-M

Pinaceae

Canary Islands (off the northwestern coast of Africa)
8,9, 12-24

Sun

Evergreen

Low to moderate

Fast

None

50-80" tall x 20-35" wide

Dark green, slightly fragrant needles, 9-12" long, in bundles of 3
Insignificant

4-9" oval cones

Slope-EC / Fire Risk / Deer Resistant

Abundance of needle droppings throughout the year,
especially during the spring

| B-d-J-K-M
Pinaceae
Central Europe, Iran, Afghanistan and Pakistan
7-9,11-24
Sun
Evergreen
Low
Fast
None

30-80' tall x 25-40" wide
Dark green, slightly fragrant needles, 5-6" long, in bundles of 2

I8
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Flowers:

Cones:

Other Aspects:
Additional Information:

Pinus halepensis
Aleppo Pine

B-d-J-K-M

Family:

Origin:

Sunset Climate Zones:
Exposure:

Plant Character:

Water Requirements:
Growth Rate:

Invasive Growth Habit:
Height / Width:
Foliage:

Flowers:

Cones:

Other Aspects:
Additional Information:

Pinus pinea

Trees (Medium to Large Size)

Insignificant

3" oval cones

Slope-EC / Fire Risk / Deer Resistant

Abundance of needle droppings throughout the year,
especially during the spring

Pinaceae

Mediterranean

8.9, 11-24

Sun

Evergreen

Low

Moderate to fast

None

30-60" tall x 20-40" wide

Light green, slightly fragrant needles, 2-4" long, in bundles of 2
Insignificant

3" oval cones

Slope-EC / Fire Risk / Deer Resistant

Abundance of needle droppings throughout the year,
especially during the spring

[talian Stone Pine, Stone Pine, Umbrella Pine
b-c-d-G-J-K-M

56

Family:

Origin:

Sunset Climate Zones:
Exposure:

Plant Character:
Water Requirements:
Growth Rate:

Invasive Growth Habit:
Height / Width:
Foliage:

Flowers:

Cones:

Pinaceae

Mediterranean

8,9, 12-24; H1

Sun

Evergreen

Low to moderate

Slow to moderate

May naturalize in central California coastal areas
40-80' tall x 30-60" wide.

Dark green, slightly fragrant needles, 5-8" long, in bundles of 2
Insignificant

4-6" oval cones that provide edible seeds (pine nuts)
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Other Aspects:
Additional Information:

Pinus torreyana
Torrey Pine

Family:
Origin:

Sunset Climate Zones:
Exposure:

Plant Character:

Water Requirements:
Growth Rate:

Invasive Growth Habit:
Height / Width:
Foliage:

Flowers:

Cones:

Other Aspects:
Additional Information:

Pistacia chinensis

Trees (Medium to Large Size) |

Slope-EC / Fire Risk / Deer Resistant
Abundance of needle droppings throughout
the year, especially during the spring

b-d-J-K-M-O

Pinaceae

Confined area of San Diego County and Santa Rosa Island,
southern California

8,9, 14-24

Sun

Evergreen

Low to moderate

Fast

None

40-60' tall x 25-50" wide

Gray-green to dark green, slightly fragrant needles, 8-13"
long, in bundles of 5

Insignificant

4-6" rounded cones

Slope-EC / Fire Risk / Deer Resistant / California Native
Abundance of needle droppings throughout the year,
especially during the spring

Chinese Mastic, Chinese Pistache

Family:

Origin:

Sunset Climate Zones:
Exposure:

Plant Character:
Water Requirements:
Growth Rate:

Invasive Growth Habit:

Height / Width:
Foliage:

Flowers:

Fruits:

Other Aspects:
Additional Information:

| b-C-E-L

Anacardiaceae

Central to western China

4-16, 18-23; (little grown in zones 4-7)

Sun

Deciduous

Low to moderate

Slow to moderate

Invasive in woodland and riparian areas of the
Sacramento Valley

30-60" tall x 30-50" wide

Glossy, deep green leaves that turn bright red, dark red,
orange and yellow in the fall

Insignificant

Noticeable red fruits that turn bluish black in the winter
Fire Resistant

Available as a multiple and standard trunk
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Platanus x acerifolia

London Plane Tree

Syn. Platanus x hispanica

Trees (Medium to Large Size)

E-ii-L
Family: Platanaceae
Origin: Garden origin
Sunset Climate Zones: 2-24
Exposure: Sun
Plant Character: Deciduous
Water Requirements: Moderate to high
Growth Rate: Fast
Invasive Growth Habit: None
Height / Width: 50-80" tall x 30-40" wide
Foliage: Large, maple-like, mid-green leaves that turn yellow-
brown in the fall
Flowers: Insignificant
Fruits: Noticeable rounded, brown seed balls
Other Aspecits: Slope / Fire Resistant
Additional Information: Hybrid between Platanus occidentalis and P. orientals;
can tolerate air pollution; has an attractive tan to gray-
colored trunk; rarely available as a multiple trunk; resistant
to both mildew and anthracnose. The following varieties:
‘Bloodgood': Resistant to anthracnose
‘Columbia’: Resistant to both anthracnose and mildew
"Yarwood': Resistant to mildew
Platanus racemosa
California Sycamore
E-ii-L-O
Family: Platanaceae
Origin: Throughout the coastal areas of central California to Baja
California and parts of the Sierra Nevada foothills
Sunset Climate Zones: 4-24
Exposure: Sun
Plant Character: Deciduous
Water Requirements: Moderate to high
Growth Rate: Fast
Invasive Growth Habit: None
Height / Width: 50-90" tall x 30-50" wide
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Trees (Medium to Large Size) |

Foliage: Maple-like, mid-green leaves that turn
brown from summer to fall

Flowers: Insignificant

Fruits: Noticeable rounded, brown seed balls

Other Aspects: Slope / Fire Resistant / California Native

Additional Information: ~ Available as a multiple and standard trunk; trunk is
attractive and peels off flakes to reveal white, gray, tan and
brown shades of color; susceptible to bacterial anthracnose
on leaves which causes premature leaf-drop.

Podocarpus gracilior
African Fern Pine, Fern Pine
Syn. Afrocarpus elongates, Nageia falcatus

L-M-P-Q
Family: Podocarpaceae
Origin: Eastern Africa
Sunset Climate Zones: 8,9, 13-24; H1, H2
Exposure: Sun to partial
Plant Character: Evergreen
Water Requirements: Moderate
Growth Rate: Moderate
Invasive Growth Habit: None
Height / Width: 40-60' tall x 20-40" wide
Foliage: Glossy, needle-like, dark green
Flowers: Insignificant
Other Aspects: Fire Resistant / Deer Resistant

Additional Information: Can be grown or purchased as an espalier, can be grown
as a large shrub and can be a clipped hedge to control
height; available as a multiple and standard trunk; can
tolerate air pollution.

Podocarpus macrophyllus
Buddhist Pine, Japanese Yew Pine, Southern Yew, Yew Pine
Syn. Podocarpus longifolius

| L-M-P-Q
Family: Podocarpaceae
Origin: Eastern China and Japan
Sunset Climate Zones: 4-9,12-24; H1, H2
Exposure: Sun to partial
Plant Character: Evergreen
Water Requirements: Moderate
Growth Rate: Slow to moderate
Invasive Growth Habit: None
Height / Width: 40-50" tall x 20-25'+ wide
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Foliage:
Flowers:

Other Aspects:
Additional Information:

Trees (Medium to Large Size)

Needle-like, bright green

Insignificant

Fire Resistant / Deer Resistant

Can be grown or purchased as an espalier and can be a
clipped hedge; available as a multiple and standard trunk.

Podocarpus macrophyllus maki, see Chapter 4

Populus fremontii

Fremont Cottonwood, Western Cottonwood

E-L-O

Family: Salicaceae

Origin: Callifornia and central Rocky Mountains to Mexico

Sunset Climate Zones: 1-12,14-21

Exposure: Sun

Plant Character: Deciduous

Water Requirements: Moderate to high

Growth Rate: Fast

Invasive Growth Habit: None

Height / Width: 40-60'+ tall x 30-40" wide

Foliage: Glossy, yellow-green leaves that turn bright yellow from fall

to winter

Flowers: Insignificant

Other Aspecits: Fire Resistant / California Native

Additional Information: Surface roots will occur; leaf litter is persistent throughout

the year; male variety, '‘Nevada’, is also known.

Populus nigra ‘ltalica’

Lombardy Poplar
E

Family: Salicaceae

Origin: Europe, northern Africa and central Asia

Sunset Climate Zones: A2, A3;1-11, 14-24

Exposure: Sun

Plant Character: Deciduous

Water Requirements: Moderate to high

Growth Rate: Fast

Invasive Growth Habit: None

Height / Width: 40-100" tall x 15-30" wide

Foliage: Bright green leaves that turn golden yellow in the fall ﬂﬂyﬂ
60 o
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Flowers:
Additional Information:

Quercus agrifolia
Coast Live Oak

Family:
Origin:

Sunset Climate Zones:
Exposure:

Plant Character:
Water Requirements:
Growth Rate:

Invasive Growth Habit:
Height / Width:
Foliage:

Flowers:

Fruits:

Other Aspects:

Additional Information:

Quercus douglasii
Blue Oak

Family:

Origin:

Sunset Climate Zones:
Exposure:

Plant Character:
Water Requirements:
Growth Rate:

Invasive Growth Habit:

Height / Width:
Foliage:

Flowers:
Fruits:
Other Aspects:

Trees (Medium to Large Size) |

Insignificant

Available as a multiple and standard trunk;
surface roots will occur; generally a short-
lived tree.

b-ii-L-M-O-Q

Eelfciceae

Throughout coastal areas of central to southern California
to parts of Mexico

7-9, 14-24

Sun

Evergreen

Very low to moderate

Moderate

None

30-70" tall x 40-80" wide

Glossy, dark green leaves with spiny edges that are cupped
Insignificant

% - 2" acorns in a narrow elliptical, conical shape

Slope / Fire Resistant / Deer Resistant / California Native
Available as a multiple and standard trunk; can be a
clipped hedge to 10-12" tall; susceptible to oak root
fungus.

| B-E-ii-L-M-O

Fagaceae

Throughout the central valley and foothills of California
3-11,14-24

Sun

Deciduous

Very low to low

Slow to moderate

None

30-50" tall x 40-70" wide

Bluish green leaves that turn pale pink, orange and
yellow in the fall

Insignificant

% - 1%" acorns in a broad oval shape

Slope / Fire Resistant / Deer Resistant / California Native

61



Chapter 2

Trees (Medium to Large Size)

Quercus engelmannii
Engelmann Oak, Mesa Oak, Pasadena Oak
B-ii-L-M-O

Family:
Origin:

Sunset Climate Zones:
Exposure:

Plant Character:
Water Requirements:
Growth Rate:

Invasive Growth Habit:
Height / Width:
Foliage:

Flowers:

Fruits:

Other Aspects:

Additional Information:

Quercus ilex
Holly Oak, Holm Oak

b-ii-L-M-Q

62

Family:

Origin:

Sunset Climate Zones:
Exposure:

Plant Character:
Water Requirements:
Growth Rate:

Invasive Growth Habit:

Height / Width:
Foliage:

Flowers:

Fruits:

Other Aspects:
Additional Information:

Fagaceae

Southern California, from the San Gabriel Mountains, San
Diego County to Baja California

7-9,14-24

Sun

Evergreen

Low

Moderate

None

40-50" tall x 40-80"+ wide

Pale bluish green

Insignificant

1%" acorns in a cylindrical to oval shape

Slope / Fire Resistant / Deer Resistant / California Native
Available as a multiple and standard trunk

Fagaceae

Mediterranean and southwestern Europe

4-24

Sun

Evergreen

Low to moderate

Moderate to fast

None

40-60' tall x 40-60" wide

Dull dark green leaves above with spiny edges, grayish
white beneath

Insignificant

1-1%" acorns in an oval or round shape

Slope / Fire Resistant / Deer Resistant

Can be a clipped hedge; can tolerate air pollution.

o
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Quercus kelloggii
California Black Oak

Family:

Origin:

Sunset Climate Zones:
Exposure:

Plant Character:
Water Requirements:
Growth Rate:

Invasive Growth Habit:
Height / Width:
Foliage:

Flowers:
Fruits:
Other Aspects:

Quercus lobata

Trees (Medium to Large Size) |

b-E-ii-L-M-O

Fagaceae

Southern Oregon to southern California

6,7, 9 14-21; (inland areas of zone 5)

Sun

Deciduous

Low to moderate

Moderate

None

50-70" tall x 30-50" wide

New foliage is soft pink or dusty rose that matures to glossy
dark green, and then turns yellow, yellow-brown or yellow-
orange in the fall

Insignificant

1-1%" acorns

Slope / Fire Resistant / Deer Resistant / California Native

California White Oak, Valley Oak

Family:
Origin:

Sunset Climate Zones:

Exposure:

Plant Character:
Water Requirements:
Growth Rate:

Invasive Growth Habit:
Height / Width:
Foliage:

Flowers:
Fruits:
Other Aspects:

Additional Information:

| b-ii-L-M-O

Fagaceae

Southern California coastal foothills, the central valley and
the Sierra Nevada foothills

3b-9,12-24

Sun

Deciduous

Low to moderate

Moderate to fast

None

50-75"+ tall x 50-80"+ wide

Mid-green to dark green leaves above and pale green
beneath that are deeply lobed

Insignificant

1% - 2)2" acorns in an oval or conical shape

Slope / Fire Resistant / Deer Resistant / California Native
Due to urban development and agriculture, this California
native oak has disappeared more rapidly than other oaks in
southern California; available as a multiple and standard trunk.
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Quercus rubra

Trees (Medium to Large Size)

Northern Red Oak, Red Oak
Syn. Quercus borealis, Q. rubra maxima
E-ii-L-M

Family:

Origin:

Sunset Climate Zones:
Exposure:

Plant Character:
Water Requirements:
Growth Rate:

Invasive Growth Habit:
Height / Width:
Foliage:

Flowers:
Fruits:
Other Aspects:

Quercus suber
Cork Oak

B-e-ii-L-M

64

Family:
Origin:

Sunset Climate Zones:

Exposure:

Plant Character:
Water Requirements:
Growth Rate:

Invasive Growth Habit:
Height / Width:
Foliage:

Flowers:
Fruits:
Other Aspects:

Additional Information:

Fagaceae

Eastern North America

1-10, 14-21

Sun

Deciduous

Moderate

Fast

None

60-80" tall x 40-60" wide

New foliage is red or bright yellow in the spring that
matures to dark green in the summer and then turns dark
red, brown or orange in the fall

Insignificant

% - 1" acorns in an oval shape

Slope / Fire Resistant / Deer Resistant

Fagaceae

Western Mediterranean and North Africa

8-16, 18-24; (occasional winter damage in zones 5-7)
Sun

Evergreen

Low

Moderate

None

40-70" tall x 40-70" wide

Dull green above and grayish green beneath, leaves may

turn yellow in high alkaline soil conditions.
Insignificant

% - 1%" acorns in an oval shape

Slope / Fire Resistant / Deer Resistant

One of the best oaks for the desert community
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Quercus virginiana
Southern Live Oak

Family:

Origin:

Sunset Climate Zones:
Exposure:

Plant Character:
Water Requirements:
Growth Rate:

Invasive Growth Habit:
Height / Width:
Foliage:

Flowers:

Fruits:

Other Aspects:
Additional Information:

Trees (Medium to Large Size) |

Fagaceae

Southeastern United States to Mexico

4-24

Sun

Evergreen, semi-deciduous (cold weather)
Moderate

Moderate to fast

None

40-80" tall x 60-100" wide

Shiny, dark green above and grayish white beneath
Insignificant

1"acorns in an oval shape

Slope / Fire Resistant / Deer Resistant

Available as a multiple and standard trunk; fast-growing
variety, 'Heritage’, is also available.

Robinia pseudoacacia

Black Locust

Family:

Origin:

Sunset Climate Zones:
Exposure:

Plant Character:
Water Requirements:
Growth Rate:

Invasive Growth Habit:

Height / Width:
Foliage:

Flowers:

Other Aspects:
Additional Information:

Salix babylonica
Weeping Willow, Willow

B-C-F-ii-L-M

Fabaceae (Leguminosae)

Central to eastern United States

1-24

Sun

Deciduous

Low

Fast

Invasive throughout California foothills, canyons, coastal
and southern California mountains areas

40-75" tall x 30-60" wide

Dark green

Showy, fragrant white flowers in the spring

Slope / Fire Resistant / Deer Resistant

Other varieties are available; thorns cover the branches
throughout.

| E-J-L

Salicaceae

%L’QJ Family:
A

T
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Trees (Medium to Large Size)

Origin: Northern China

Sunset Climate Zones:  3-24; H1, H2

Exposure: Sun

Plant Character: Deciduous

Water Requirements: High

Growth Rate: Fast

Invasive Growth Habit: None

Height / Width: 30-50" tall x 30-60" wide

Foliage: Mid-green to light green leaves that turn orange or yellow in
the fall

Flowers: Insignificant

Other Aspects: Slope-EC / Fire Resistant

Additional Information: = Another variety known; surface roots will occur.

Sequoia sempervirens
California Redwood, Coast Redwood, Redwood

D-M-O

Family: Taxodiaceae

Origin: Coastal areas from southern Oregon to central California

Sunset Climate Zones:  4-9,14-24

Exposure: Sun to partial

Plant Character: Evergreen

Water Requirements: High

Growth Rate: Fast

Invasive Growth Habit: None

Height / Width: 70-90"+ tall x 15-30" wide, but has reached
350" tall where it is native

Foliage: Fragrant leaves
Sequoia sempervirens: Mid-green leaves above and gray-

like beneath

'Aptos Blue': Blue-green
‘Santa Cruz': Light green, soft-textured foliage
‘Soquel’: Bluish green

Flowers: Insignificant

Cones: Small, mid-green (female) cones and brownish green
(male) cones

Other Aspecits: Deer Resistant / California Native

Additional Information: =~ One of the world’s tallest trees; noticeable, fragrant,
reddish-brown trunk; suckering at the trunk base will occur.
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Sophora japonica

Trees (Medium to Large Size) |

Chinese Scholar Tree, Japanese Pagoda Tree

Family:

Origin:

Sunset Climate Zones:
Exposure:

Plant Character:
Water Requirements:
Growth Rate:

Invasive Growth Habit:
Height / Width:
Foliage:

Flowers:

Fruits:

Other Aspects:
Additional Information:

Fabaceae (Leguminosae)

China and Korea

2-24

Sun to partial

Deciduous

Low to moderate

Slow to moderate

None

40-70" tall x 40-70" wide

Dark green leaves that imperceptibly turn yellow in the fall
Showy, fragrant, yellowish white flowers in the summer;
flowers are inconsistent during cold or wet summers.
Fleshy seedpods, 2-3" long, that are slippery and leave
yellow stains wherever they fall

Deer Resistant-Possible

Another variety known

Syzygium paniculatum
Australian Brush Cherry, Eugenia
Syn. Eugenia myrtifolia, E. paniculata

Family:

Origin:

Sunset Climate Zones:
Exposure:

Plant Character:
Water Requirements:
Growth Rate:

Invasive Growth Habit:

Height / Width:
Foliage:

Flowers:
Fruits:

Additional Information:

G-Q

Myrtaceae

Northeastern Australia

16, 17, 20-24; H1, H2

Sun to partial

Evergreen

Moderate

Moderate to fast

None

30-60" tall x 10-30" wide

New leaves are reddish bronze that mature to glossy,
deep green

Noticeable creamy white flowers in the summer

Showy, edible, purplish red, tasteless fruits are used for
jellies, following the flowers; fruit litter is a nuisance that
stains paving where it drops.

Numerous varieties are available; available as a multiple
and standard trunk; can be a clipped hedge and trained as
a patio tree; surface roots will occur.
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Taxodium distichum

Trees (Medium to Large Size)

Bald Cypress, Swamp Cypress

Family: Taxodiaceae

Origin: Southeastern United States

Sunset Climate Zones: 2-10, 12-24

Exposure: Sun

Plant Character: Deciduous

Water Requirements: Moderate

Growth Rate: Moderate to fast

Invasive Growth Habit: None

Height / Width: 60-100" tall x 20-30" wide

Foliage: Greenish yellow leaves that turn bright orange-brown in
the fall

Flowers: Insignificant

Cones: Mid-green (female) cones that ripen to brown in the fall

Additional Information:

Tipuana tipu

and reddish (male) cones in the winter
A deciduous conifer

Brazilian Rosewood, Pride of Bolivia, Tipu Tree

Syn. Tipuana speciosa

Family: Fabaceae (Leguminosae)

Origin: Argentina, Brazil and Bolivia

Sunset Climate Zones: 13-16, 18-24; H1, H2; (warm areas of zone 12)
Exposure: Sun

Plant Character: Deciduous, semi-evergreen

Water Requirements: Moderate

Growth Rate: Fast

Invasive Growth Habit: None

Height / Width: 25-50" tall x 30-60" wide

Foliage: Bright, mid-green

Flowers: Noticeable apricot to yellow flowers from spring to summer

Other Aspects:

Additional Information:

Fire Resistant
Flowers and fruits are a litter nuisance; available as a
multiple and standard trunk.

Tristania conferta, see Lophostemon confertus
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Ulmus parvifolia

Trees (Medium to Large Size) |

Chinese Elm, Chinese Evergreen EIm, Lacebark ElIm
(Usually sold as Ulmus parvifolia 'Sempervirens)

Family:

Origin:

Sunset Climate Zones:
Exposure:

Plant Character:

Water Requirements:

Umaceae

China, Japan and Korea

3-24

Sun

Deciduous, semi-evergreen; 'True Green' is more evergreen
than Ulmus parvifolia.

Moderate

Growth Rate / Height and Width:

Invasive Growth Habit:
Foliage:

Flowers:
Other Aspects:
Additional Information:

Ulimus parvifolia: Moderate to fast to 40-60" tall x 50-70" wide

'‘Drake’: Fast to 30-35" tall x 40-45" wide that has an overall
weeping effect

‘True Green': Moderate to 40-50' tall x 40-50" wide

None

Leathery, glossy, dark green leaves above and paler

beneath

Insignificant

Fire Resistant

Other varieties are available; surface roots will occur.

Umbellularia californica
California Bay, California Laurel, Oregon Myrtle, Pepperwood

Family:

Origin:

Sunset Climate Zones:
Exposure:

Plant Character:
Water Requirements:
Growth Rate:

Invasive Growth Habit:

Height / Width:
Foliage:
Flowers:

Fruits:
Other Aspects:

Additional Information:

A-G-ii-K-M-O

Lauraceae

Southwestern Oregon to coastal areas of northern California
4-9,14-24

Sun to shade

Evergreen

Moderate

Slow to moderate

None

60-75" tall x 90-100"+ wide; usually can only reach 20-25" tall
and just as wide in a garden, but much taller where itis native.
Glossy, mid-green to deep yellow-green leaves above,
dull light-green beneath; leaves can be used as a
substitute for Laurus nobilis (Sweet Bay) for seasoning.
Noticeable yellow flowers in the spring

Noticeable, inedible, oval green fruits that turn purple
Slope / Fire Risk / Deer Resistant / California Native
Available as a multiple and standard trunk
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Zelkova serrata

Sawleaf Zelkova
Syn. Zelkova keaki

Family:

Origin:

Sunset Climate Zones:
Exposure:

Plant Character:
Water Requirements:
Growth Rate:

Invasive Growth Habit:

Height / Width:
Foliage:

Flowers:
Other Aspects:

Additional Information:

Trees (Medium to Large Size)

Ulmaceae

Japan, South Korea and Taiwan
3-21

Sun

Deciduous

Low to moderate

Moderate to fast

None

40-60'+ tall x 40-60’ + wide
Mid-green leaves that turn yellow to dark reddish brown in
the fall, which deepens with chill
Insignificant

Fire Resistant

Other varieties are available
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